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The Bill aims at giving further boost to Ease of Living
and Ease of Doing Business

The Bill proposes to amend 183 provisions to be
decriminalized in 42 Central Acts administered by 19

Ministries/Departments
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The Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2023 was passed in Lok Sabha here today.

The Bill was first introduced in Lok Sabha on 22nd December 2022. Subsequently, it was referred to the
Joint Committee of the Parliament. The Joint Committee on the Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions)
Bill,  2022 held detailed discussions with all  the 19 Ministries/Departments along with Legislative
Department and Department of Legal Affairs. The Committee conducted clause-by-clause examination of
the Bill through a series of 9 sittings between 09.01.2023 and 17.02.2023. The Committee finally adopted
its Report in its sitting held on 13.03.2023.

The Report of the Committee has been laid before Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha on 17th March 2023 and
20th March 2023 respectively.  The Committee recommended a few more amendments  in  the Bill.
Committee also made 7 general recommendations, out of which, 6 recommendations have been accepted
by all the Ministries/Departments concerned.

Through The Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2023, a total of 183 provisions are being
proposed  to  be  decriminalized  in  42  Central  Acts  administered  by  19  Ministries/Departments.
Decriminalization is proposed to be achieved in the following manner: -

(i) Both Imprisonment and/or Fine are proposed to be removed in some provisions.

(ii) Imprisonment is proposed to be removed and fine retained in few provisions.

(iii) Imprisonment is proposed to be removed and Fine enhanced in few provisions.

(iv) Imprisonment and Fine are proposed to be converted to Penalty in some provisions.

(v) Compounding of offences is proposed to be introduced in few provisions.

For effective implementation of the above, the bill proposes measures such as (a) pragmatic revision of
fines and penalties commensurate to the offence committed; (b) establishment of Adjudicating Officers;
(c) establishment of Appellate Authorities; and (d) Periodic increase in quantum of fine and penalties

It is also ensured that degree and nature of punishment is commensurate with the severity of the offence.

The benefits of the Amendment Bill are outlined as under:
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